
 
 
GREETING 
Grace, mercy and peace 
from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 
 
 

RESPONSORY 
As we wait in silence, 
fill us with your Spirit. 
As we listen to your word, 
fill us with your Spirit. 
As we worship you in majesty, 
fill us with your Spirit. 
As we long for your refreshing, 
fill us with your Spirit. 
As we long for your renewing, 
fill us with your Spirit. 
As we long for your equipping, 
fill us with your Spirit. 
As we long for your empowering, 
fill us with your Spirit. 
 
 
 

THE PENTECOST READING 
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were 
all together in one place. And suddenly from 
heaven there came a sound like the rush of a 
violent wind, and it filled the entire house where 
they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, 
appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each 
of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit 

and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit 
gave them ability. Now there were devout Jews 
from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 
And at this sound the crowd gathered and was 
bewildered, because each one heard them speaking 
in the native language of each. Amazed and 
astonished, they asked, ‘Are not all these who are 
speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each 
of us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes, 
Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and 
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging 
to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and 
proselytes, Cretans and Arabs – in our own 
languages we hear them speaking about God’s 
deeds of power.’ All were amazed and perplexed, 
saying to one another, ‘What does this mean?’ But 
others sneered and said, ‘They are filled with new 
wine.’ 

Acts 2:1-13 
 
 
The Lord is here 
His Spirit is with us 
Let us bless the Father, and the Son,  
and the Holy Spirit. 
Let us praise and bless God for ever. 
 

 
GLORIA 
Glory in the highest to the God of heav’n! 
Peace to all your people through the earth be giv’n!  
Mighty God and Father, thanks and praise we bring,  
singing Hallelujah to our heavenly king. 
 
Jesus Christ is risen, God the Father's Son!  
With the Holy Spirit you are Lord alone!  
Lamb once killed for sinners, all our guilt to bear, 
show us now your mercy, now receive our prayer. 
 
Christ the world's true Saviour, high and holy One, 
seated now and reigning from your Father’s throne:  
Lord and God, we praise you! Highest heav’n adores:  
in the Father's glory, all the praise be yours!  
 

Tune: Camberwell (At the name of Jesus) 
 

 
 
COLLECT 
Holy Spirit, sent by the Father, 
ignite in us your holy fire; 
strengthen your children with the gift of faith, 
revive your Church with the breath of love, 
and renew the face of the earth, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Pentecost 
 

             CHURCH  
             AT HOME 
 
This is a simple act of worship which can be 
followed at home. We recommend setting 
aside time at 10am on Sunday; we can 
worship together in spirit, remembering 
always that we are one family, one 
community, one church—wherever we are. 
 



THE GOSPEL OF OUR LORD 
JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING 
TO JOHN 
On the last day of the festival, the great day, while 
Jesus was standing there, he cried out, ‘Let anyone 
who is thirsty come to me, and let the one who 

believes in me drink. As the scripture has said, 
“Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of 
living water.”’ Now he said this about the Spirit, 
which believers in him were to receive; for as yet 
there was no Spirit, because Jesus was not yet 
glorified.             

John 7: 37-39 

 
 
REFLECTION
What does the Holy Spirit look like? It seems 
impossible to try to work out what God looks like 
generally, but whenever we think about God the 
Father, or God the Son, we immediately conjure up 
images in our minds. But what about the Spirit? 
 
I always like to look at hymns for inspiration, 
because people use verse to help describe things 
we can’t quite articulate. In one hymn the Spirit is 
described as a bird, hovering over the waters of 
creation; in another, the Spirit is described as a 
fountain giving life, but also as flames powerfully 
burning. A couple of weeks ago, Clare taught us 
how Jesus told the disciples that the Spirit would 
come to be a comforter. The Spirit is unusual in 
being described as all these things which seem to 
oppose each other: a powerful, energetic, bright, 
all-consuming energy, and also as a wind, a soaring 
bird, a peace-bringer and a comfort.  
 
What does the Holy Spirit feel like? In today’s 
reading from Acts, the Holy Spirit came upon the 
disciples, and was experienced in the most part not 
by its appearance, but by its effects. They disciples 
became empowered to speak in different languages; 
they started behaving as if they were drunk (on 
“new wine”-which is especially potent). In our 
Gospel reading, Jesus hints at drunkenness too: on 
the last day of the festival, Jesus asks who is still 
thirsty. That’s like asking people after Christmas 
and New Year whether they want yet more Turkey 
and mulled wine! What he is saying here though is 
that the Holy Spirit gives to us more than we can 
ever imagine. We can be completely content, with 

everything we could ever want, and we would still 
not know the power of the Spirit. The Holy Spirit 
replenishes and fortifies those who already believe 
to be full. That is what was given to the disciples, 
and is still given to us now.  When we pray to be 
filled with the spirit, we are opening ourselves to 
this same offering. We are emptying ourselves to be 
filled to bursting by that power, that peace, that 
fire, that energy, that comfort.  
 
The disciples, given the gifts of languages to share 
the gospel went out into the world and told people 
about Jesus, and about how they had been filled by 
the Holy Spirit. At church at Pentecost we 
remember this sending out as we are all sent on 
our way after the service. You might be thinking 
that we can’t do that now. But we can: we are 
already there. Wherever you are now, you can live 
out this commission. Even by taking your flame and 
your dove and putting them in your window, you 
are one small step further with your task to spread 
the Good News.  
 
Maybe we can’t see the Holy Spirit, but we can feel 
it, and know it through our experience—we can 
feel that fire, that power, that energy, that peace, 
that comfort—and we can share it, wherever we 
are, whoever we’re with. And that is what we are 
all called to do.   
 
Lord, come to bless us, and fill us with your Spirit. 
Amen.  

Revd Benjamin Jarvis 

          

 



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
We believe in God the Father, 
God almighty, by whose plan 
earth and heaven sprang to being, 
all created things began. 
We believe in Christ the Saviour, 
Son of God in human frame, 
virgin-born, the child of Mary 
upon whom the Spirit came. 
 
Christ, who on the cross forsaken, 
like a lamb to slaughter led, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
he descended to the dead. 
We believe in Jesus risen, 
heaven’s king to rule and reign, 
to the Father’s side ascended 
till as judge he comes again. 
 
We believe in God the Spirit; 
in one Church, below, above: 
saints of God in one communion, 
one in holiness and love. 
So by faith, our sins forgiven, 
Christ our Saviour, Lord and friend, 
we shall rise with him in glory 
to the life that knows no end. 
 

Timothy Dudley-Smith 
Tune: Lux Eoi (Alleluia, Alleluia,  

hearts to heaven and voices raise) 

 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
On this day of Pentecost we give thanks for the 
power and wisdom of your Holy Spirit. We ask 
that all are open to receive your gift, thinking 
especially of the leaders and scientists across the 
world striving to find an end to this Covid-19 
pandemic. Help them to remain strong and 
faithful in this quest. 
 
Help us not to forget people suffering in other 
ways: those who are living in areas of conflict and 
unrest; those coping with drought, famine, 
uncertainty about the future. 
 
Lord, come to bless us 
and fill us with your Spirit. 
 
On this day of Pentecost we thank you for 
reminding us of your wonderful gifts. Recently we 
may have been absorbed by concerns of lockdown 
but this time is coming to an end. Help us to look 
up and look out!  We ask that you lead us to a 
new perspective as we begin to move forward. 
We thank you for the peace your Holy Spirit 
brings and we ask you to keep us confident in you 
wherever you call us. 

Lord, come to bless us 
and fill us with your Spirit.  
 
On this day of Pentecost we thank you for the 
healing gift your Holy Spirit. Comfort those who 
are struggling with the disruption and pain the 
Covid-19 disease has brought: cancelled plans, 
holidays, weddings; loss of jobs, uncertainty in the 
future; feelings of hopelessness. Bring your healing 
to all suffering hearts, and show us what we can 
do, however small. 
 
We pray for Martin Cooper, Catherine Connors, 
Gordon, Shelagh Goodwin, Emma Campbell, 
Norman Searle, and those particularly known to 
us. 
 
Lord, come to bless us 
and fill us with your Spirit 
 
On this day of Pentecost we give thanks for the 
breath of your Holy Spirit blowing among us, a 
gift of love from our risen Lord. We ask that we 
are able to receive your Spirit as your disciples 
did.  
 
We hand over to you those who have recently 
died: Mavis Slack, Mary Wardle, David Thomas 
Willian Irwin giving thanks for their lives. 
Breathe over their loved ones, bringing them 
comfort in the knowledge they are safe in your 
presence. 
 
Lord, come to bless us 
and fill us with your Spirit.  
 
All our hope on you is founded, through change 
and chance you are forever guiding us. 
Pour out your spirit on us that we may walk in 
your light to be your presence in the world. 
Amen 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Being made one by the power of the Spirit, 
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
 
 Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
 on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins 
 as we forgive those  
 who sin against us. 
 Lead us not into temptation 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours 
 now and for ever.  Amen. 



HYMN  
There's a spirit in the air, 
Telling Christians ev'rywhere: 
"Praise the love that Christ revealed, 
Living, working in our world!" 
 
Lose your shyness, find your tongue, 
Tell the world what God has done: 
God in Christ has come to stay. 
Live tomorrow's life today! 
 
When believers break the bread, 
When a hungry child is fed, 
Praise the love that Christ revealed, 
Living, working in our world! 
 
Still the Spirit gives us light, 
Seeing wrong and setting right: 
God in Christ has come to stay. 
Live tomorrow's life today! 
 
When a stranger's not alone, 
where the homeless find a home, 
Praise the love that Christ revealed, 
Living, working in our world! 
 
May the Spirit fill our praise, 
guide our thoughts and change our ways. 
God in Christ has come to stay. 
Live tomorrow's life today! 
 
There's a spirit in the air, 
Calling people ev'rywhere: 
Praise the love that Christ revealed, 
living, working in our world! 

Brian Wren 
Tune: Lauds 

 
 

COMMISSION 
For fifty days we have celebrated the victory of our 
Lord Jesus Christ over the powers of sin and death. We 
have proclaimed God’s mighty acts and we have 
prayed that the power that was at work when God 
raised Jesus from the dead might be at work in us. 
As part of God’s Church wherever you are, I call upon 
you to live out what you proclaim. 
 
Empowered by the Holy Spirit, will you dare to 
walk into God’s future, trusting him to be your 
guide? 
By the Spirit’s power, we will. 
Will you dare to embrace each other and grow 
together in love? 
We will. 
Will you dare to share your riches in common and 
minister to each other in need? 
We will. 
Will you dare to pray for each other until your 
hearts beat with the longings of God? 
We will. 
Will you dare to carry the light of Christ into the 
world’s dark places? 
We will. 
 
 

CONCLUSION AND PEACE 
The Lord is here 
His Spirit is with us 
 
God has made us one in Christ. 
He has set his seal upon us and, as a pledge of what 
is to come, has given the Spirit to dwell in our 
hearts. Alleluia. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
[and also with you.] 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 


