
 

1. PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 
 
Grace, mercy and peace 
from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you 
[And also with you] 
 
God of our days and years, 
we set this time apart for you. 
Form us in the likeness of Christ 
so that our lives may glorify you. 
 
 
2. PRAYERS OF PENITENCE 
 
Friend of sinners,  
you bring hope in our despair. 
Lord, have mercy. [Lord, have mercy.] 
 
Healer of the sick,  
you give strength in our weakness. 
Christ, have mercy. [Christ, have mercy.] 
 
Destroyer of evil,  
you bring life in our dying. 
Lord, have mercy. [Lord, have mercy.] 
to the praise and glory of his name, 
 
May the Father of all mercies  
cleanse us from our sins,  
and restore us in his image  
to the praise and glory of his name,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
3. COLLECT 
 
Gracious Father, 
you gave up your Son 
out of love for the world: 
lead us to ponder the mysteries of his passion, 
that we may know eternal peace 
through the shedding of our Saviour’s blood, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

4. THE GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS 
CHRIST ACCORDING TO JOHN 
 
Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, 
the village of Mary and her sister Martha. Mary 
was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume 
and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother 
Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent a message to 
Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” But when 
Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead 
to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the 
Son of God may be glorified through 
it.” Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and 
her sister and Lazarus, after having heard that 
Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the 
place where he was. 
Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go 
to Judea again.” The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, 
the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and 
are you going there again?” Jesus answered, “Are 
there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who 
walk during the day do not stumble, because they 
see the light of this world. But those who walk at 
night stumble, because the light is not in 
them.” After saying this, he told them, “Our 
friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going 
there to awaken him.” The disciples said to him, 
“Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all 
right.” Jesus, however, had been speaking about 
his death, but they thought that he was referring 
merely to sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, 
“Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am glad I was 
not there, so that you may believe. But let us go 
to him.” Thomas, who was called the Twin, said 
to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we 
may die with him.” 
When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had 
already been in the tomb four days. Now Bethany 
was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and 
many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary 
to console them about their brother. When 
Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went 
and met him, while Mary stayed at home. Martha 
said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my 
brother would not have died. But even now I 
know that God will give you whatever you ask of 
him.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise 
again.” Martha said to him, “I know that he will 
rise again in the resurrection on the last 
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day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection 
and the life.   
 Those who believe in me, even though they die, 
will live, and everyone who lives and believes in 
me will never die. Do you believe this?” She said 
to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the 
Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the 
world.” 
When she had said this, she went back and called 
her sister Mary, and told her privately, “The 
Teacher is here and is calling for you.” And when 
she heard it, she got up quickly and went to 
him. Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, 
but was still at the place where Martha had met 
him. The Jews who were with her in the house, 
consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go 
out. They followed her because they thought that 
she was going to the tomb to weep there. When 
Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she 
knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had 
been here, my brother would not have 
died.” When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews 
who came with her also weeping, he was greatly 
disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said, 
“Where have you laid him?” They said to him, 

“Lord, come and see.” Jesus began to weep. So 
the Jews said, “See how he loved him!”. 
But some of them said, “Could not he who 
opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this 
man from dying?” 
Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the 
tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against 
it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the 
sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, 
already there is a stench because he has been 
dead four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell 
you that if you believed, you would see the glory 
of God?” So they took away the stone. And Jesus 
looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for 
having heard me. I knew that you always hear me, 
but I have said this for the sake of the crowd 
standing here, so that they may believe that you 
sent me.” When he had said this, he cried with a 
loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man 
came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of 
cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said 
to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 
Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with 
Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in 
him. 

John 11:1-45 
 

 
 
5. REFLECTION 
 
I don’t know about you but I’ve been feeling a bit 
restless during our ‘lockdown’. It’s bringing back 
difficult memories of being housebound when I 
first had ME. I didn’t want to be ill and fought 
hard against it.  Not that this did me any good – 
it actually made me worse! I only began to 
recover when I gave in to my situation. It was 
very challenging. 
 
The central character in our scripture today is 
Lazarus, who never speaks and is never properly 
described by the writer. In fact, the only word 
used about him is ‘asthenes’ - which means ‘sick’ 
or ‘feeble’. This may well be why he lives with his 
two sisters in Bethany which was a small 
settlement outside the walls of Jerusalem. It 
seems this was a place for poor, sick and needy 
people who would have been deemed unclean by 
Jewish Law. Note, too, that the house where the 
family live is always called ‘Martha and Mary’s 
house’ and not Lazarus’ house. It seems Lazarus 
was not able to be the head of the household. So, 
the whole family would have existed in a kind of 
permanent lockdown, outside of, and despised, by 
the rest of Jewish society 
 

 
 
 
 
 
But Jesus is a regular visitor here and not only 
that, he seems to have a very special relationship 
with Lazarus and. his sisters. We’re told in verse 
5 that he loved them. This is the first time in  
John’s Gospel that we hear of Jesus’ love for 
individual people. We also see Jesus weep with 
Mary as he shares her pain after Lazarus dies. 
Most of all, we see him bring life out of death to 
fulfill his promise ‘I am the resurrection and the 
life’. 
 
How might this help us in the coming weeks? 
Well, we can rest in the knowledge that we are 
held by Jesus. We have his attention, his 
friendship and his love. We are being led into 
new life, all the time and while it might be 
difficult to see it in this rather bleak time, we’re 
being invited to trust more deeply. Can we put 
aside some of our fear and distress and let 
ourselves be loved and held? 
 
Please know that all the staff team are missing 
you and will be holding you all in prayer every 
day. 

—Revd Clare Connors 
 



6. AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 
We believe in God the Father, from whom  
every family in heaven and on earth is named. 
 

We believe in God the Son, who lives in our 
hearts through faith, and fills us with his love. 
 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who 
strengthens us with power from on high.  
 

We believe in one God;  
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
 
7. PRAYERS 
 
We pray for all the countries in the world 
working to combat the effects of the corona 
virus. We pray for all those in health care, social 
care, and for scientist working on a vaccine.   
Be with those who have lost their jobs 
and those worried about how to feed their 
families.   We give thanks for all who have 
volunteered in any way to help others in need.   
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray that we who are the church 
may always keep alive the vision of a world 
ordered by God’s loving care, through the 
teachings of Jesus.  We give thanks for all who 
are working tirelessly to enable us to continue 
worshipping together through the gift of 
technology.  Support those who are supporting 
those living alone.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for those we love, our neighbours and 
our friends, those who support and care for us; 
those from whom we are separated; all who feel 
isolated and frightened. We hold before you 
those who have asked us to pray for them: 
Sophie Black, David Bottrill, Enid Havard, Martin 
Cooper, Edna Davis, Tina Tompkins and Shirley 
Teasdale. Help them and those who care for 
them to feel your presence supporting them  
in their time of need. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We remember those who have died recently, 
and those whose anniversaries fall around this 
time, especially Derek Johnson. Be with those 
whose lives are drawing to a close. Breathe your 
life into those who mourn. Give them confidence 
that their loved ones are safe with you and at 
peace in your kingdom.   
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Lord, when we feel overwhelmed or dispirited, 
call us forth as your Son called Lazarus from the 
tomb, and revitalise us with your Spirit. 
 

And we pray as Jesus taught us to pray: 
 

Our Father in heaven  
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come,  
your will be done on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation  
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom , the power,  
and the glory are yours  
now and for ever. Amen. 

 
 
8. HYMN  
 
There's a wideness in God's mercy 
like the wideness of the sea; 
there's a kindness in his justice 
which is more than liberty. 
There is no place where earth's sorrows 
are more felt than up in heaven; 
there is no place where earth's failings 
have such kindly judgement given. 
 
For the love of God is broader 
than the measure of our mind, 
and the heart of the Eternal 
is most wonderfully kind. 
But we make his love too narrow 
by false limits of our own; 
and we magnify his strictness 
with a zeal he would not own. 
 
There is plentiful redemption 
through the blood that has been shed; 
there is joy for all the members 
in the sorrows of the Head. 
There is grace enough for thousands 
of new worlds as great as this; 
there is room for fresh creations 
in that upper home of bliss. 
 
If our love were but more simple, 
we should take him at his word; 
and our lives would be all gladness 
in the joy of Christ our Lord. 
 

Tune: Corvedale 
 
 
9. CONCLUSION 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ  
and the love of God  
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
Be with us all, evermore. Amen. 


